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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, October 17, 2012 

8:00 pm 

 
Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm, Wednesday, October 17, 2012, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  
Bruce Hartleben 

Jim MacDonald  

    Patty Kiernan 

 
Members Absent:  Andrea Eisenberg   

 

Staff Present:   None 

 

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 

Returning Cases: 

 

1. Beehive Designer Collective   Case #ARB09-28 
 337 Main Street     Signage    

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549      

 

Chairman Kelly called Beehive Designer Collective, 337 Main Street.  
Margaret Mullen (new owner) appeared before the Board. 

 

Ms. Mullen explained that she would just like to change the sign in the front 

of the store.  She added that all of the dimensions are the same, and the 

only thing they would like to reflect is the new logo.  Chairman Kelly clarified 
that the background will now be a white background instead of green.  

Chairman Kelly asked if there was any particular reason they wanted to 

change the sign.  Ms. Mullen explained that they like their new design 

better.   
 

Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the signage for 

Beehive Designer Collective at 337 Main Street as presented.  Bruce 

Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 

2. Little Crepe Street    Case #ARB11-27 

 27 Main Street     Amend Comprehensive 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549   Sign Package  
 

Chairman Kelly called Little Crepe Street, 27 Main Street.  Viktor Solarik 

from VKS Architects and Bonnie Saran (owner) appeared before the Board. 

 

Mr. Solarik explained that there was a previous approval for the awnings to 
be orange and green.  The applicant would like to change the colors on Little 

Crepe Street to orange and blue instead of orange and green.  They would 

like to do this in order to differentiate the two storefronts from each other.  

Mr. Solarik stated that is the only change they are proposing.  He said the 
lettering and the profile will remain exactly the same.   

 

Bruce Hartleben asked the applicant if he had a sample of the colors because 

he understands that the proposed color is blue but he believes the color 
appears on the application to be purple.  Mr. Solarik said that it is blue, not 

purple.  Chairman Kelly suggested that the applicant supply copies of the 

actual pantone colors so they become part of the record.  Jim MacDonald 

pointed out that above the awning there is white versus the adjacent 
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property.  Ms. Saran explained that to maintain consistency between Little 

Spice Bazaar, Crepe Street, and Kabob Station they have the same 

fluorescent beam up.  She explained that the white strip will have the 
fluorescent beam to match the others.  The area above the beam will be the 

same brown as the others.  Ms. Saran also added that she wanted to 

demarcate the restaurant by making the valance blue.   

 
Chairman Kelly asked the applicant to submit a swatch showing the actual 

color to the Building Department.  Chairman Kelly asked the Board Secretary 

to scan the swatch once it comes in and email it to the rest of the members 

of the Board.  Chairman Kelly added that the motion will be subject to that 
submission.   

 

Motion:  Chairman Kelly made the motion to accept the amended 

comprehensive sign package for Little Crepe Street at 27 Main Street 
with the conditions that the applicant is going to finish or infill the 

section in the parapet above with either anodized aluminum or 

match it in color in the two locations as noted on the plan, and the 

banner band will now be dark navy blue as per the application and 

orange which was previously approved.  As soon as the color 
samples are submitted to the Building Department, the Board will 

sign off on the application.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  

All ayes. 

 
New Cases: 

 

1. Fushii De Asia Restaurant   Case #ARB12-30 

 15 Main Street     Façade Alterations 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549     
 

Chairman Kelly called Fushii De Asia Restaurant – 15 Main Street.  Theodore 
Strauss (Architect) appeared before the Board.   
 

Mr. Strauss explained that this proposal was formerly known as Blue Asian 

Fusion.  He said it will remain in the same basic format except that they are 
adding a French twist to it, so it will now be Fushii De Asia.  Mr. Strauss 

passed out photos of what exists at the space.  He said that the signage will 

remain the same, it will only be a name change that will be handled over the 

counter with the Building Department.  Mr. Strauss said the main change he 
is making is lowering the glass.  He is going to use a very simple aluminum 

frame with white panel on the bottom.  He said the colors will remain the 

same except the frame around the glass will be aluminum.   

 
Jim MacDonald asked if the entire storefront is being replaced including the 

front door.  Mr. Strauss responded no, that the front door will remain the 

same.  He said that from the sidewalk level there is a ramp up to the first 

floor so there are little steps.  He said the ramp and the entrance floor 
remains the same.  He explained it is the return from the door coming out 

towards the street and the façade on the street side that will be changed.  

Jim MacDonald asked if the door is currently aluminum or if it’s painted.  Mr. 

Strauss replied that it is aluminum.   

 
Chairman Kelly clarified that tonight the Board is just focusing on the 

storefront and lowering the panels.  He asked if the two small panels would 

have azac kick plates underneath them?  Mr. Strauss replied yes.  Jim 

MacDonald said that the aluminum frame works with the other storefronts to 
the west and gives the building more continuity.  Chairman Kelly asked what 

the color of the frame is going to be.  Mr. Strauss responded it will be 

brushed aluminum.  Chairman Kelly asked what color the front door is going 

to be.  Mr. Strauss answered aluminum.  Jim MacDonald asked what is going 
to happen with the handrail?  Mr. Strauss said the handrail will remain and 

will be stainless steel.  Chairman Kelly then asked if he is planning on 
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narrowing the entrance.  Mr. Strauss said they are planning on slightly 

narrowing the entrance.  Chairman Kelly said it would make sense to mount 

the handrail to the corner of the frame.  Mr. Strauss said yes, that is where 
it would be.  Chairman Kelly clarified that underneath the windows will be a 

raised panel (azac or equal), and that the door and frame will both be 

matching aluminum.   

 
Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the façade 

alterations for Fushii De Asia at 15 Main Street with the 

understanding that the railing will be added and secured to the 

framing, that the railing will match the framing, and that the clear 
opening complies with ADA requirements.  Bruce Hartleben 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

2. Colin & Elizabeth Gourlay   Case #ARB12-32 
 15 East Way     Addition 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Kelly called 15 East Way.  Tim Lener (Architect) appeared before 

the Board.     
 

Mr. Lener explained that the house is the very first house you see when you 

drive into Williamstown straight in front of you.  It is at the intersection of 

East and West Way.  Mr. Lener said what he is proposing to do is adding to 
and dormering the second floor for the kids bedrooms, and there is a first 

floor addition to give them a reasonable kitchen and dining room area.  They 

are also creating an entryway that doesn’t exist right now.  He said they are 

extending out a little piece of roofline to create a gable and so he can pull 
two piers/columns out beyond since the door is set way back.  They have 

the horizontal clapboard hardiplank on the first floor, and he would like to 

use maibek shingles on the upper floor to soften the look up a little bit.  

Chairman Kelly asked if Mr. Lener planned on using wood shingles or James 

Hardi shingles.  Mr. Lener replied they will be using wood shingles.  Mr. 
Lener added that the house as it exists is a khaki brown and the addition will 

match the same color.  He also mentioned there will be an azac trim and 

Anderson windows.  Chairman Kelly asked if he was planning on redoing the 

chimney.  Mr. Lener said yes; he added that it is not centered on the ridge 
currently so they will change it so that it is not off-centered.  Mr. Lener said 

they will be adding grills to all of the existing windows on the house because 

currently there are none.   

 
Chairman Kelly said that he loved the proposal and that it seemed very 

charming.  He added that it reminds him of a cute little California bungalow 

cottage.  Mr. Lener said that is what they were hoping for.  Chairman Kelly 

asked if he was proposing a cultural stone or a real stone.  Mr. Lener replied 
that it is real stone.  Jim MacDonald asked if there is a reason that the trellis 

is off-centered from what is above.  Mr. Lener said it is between the two 

brackets down below.  Jim MacDonald added that he now sees that it is in 

proportion with the two brackets.  Mr. Lener explained that currently the 

space is very open and it’s not really divided up into any rooms.  He added 
that they will be getting two kids bedrooms and a bathroom in between so it 

is a good move.  Jim MacDonald said he thinks it looks great and that it is a 

really nice improvement. 

 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the addition for 15 

East Way as proposed.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All 

ayes. 

 
3. Mount Kisco Diner     Case #ARB12-31 

 252 Main Street     Addition 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
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Chairman Kelly called Mount Kisco Diner – 252 Main Street.  Daniel Jaconetti 

and Sean Staddler from KG&D Architects appeared before the Board. 

 
Chairman Kelly asked if the client had worked out all of their zoning and 

parking issues with the Zoning Board.  Mr. Jaconetti stated he believed so.  

The Board Secretary also thought they had completed their Zoning Board 

process.  Mr. Jaconetti explained they are proposing a modest addition to 
the diner of 1,250 square feet.  Along with the addition, they are proposing 

to re-skin the façade.  He said the original building façade is a round, very 

light stone that they will be stripping off.  They will treat the façade with an 

air moisture barrier so that the stucco stays nice looking and doesn’t get 
molded.  Chairman Kelly asked if this would take place on all four elevations.  

Mr. Jaconetti said on the three main elevations, that the back elevation is 

already a stucco that will be painted in color to match.  Mr. Jaconetti stated 

they are also trying to pick up on the ribbons and vocabulary of a lot of the 
other architecture throughout the village and along Main Street.  He said 

they are still doing a stone base but they are taking it to the local granite 

that you see on a lot of the walls in the area.  Mr. Jaconetti said they 

thought that ties it in a little better and the color is a little more in keeping 

with what they have.  They are changing the roofing to a standing seam 
roofing.  The ideal is to try for a copper but if it is a budget breaker they will 

go with a painted aluminum, which will be a darker brown color so it will be 

similar in vocabulary to the copper.   

 
Mr. Jaconetti said as part of integrating the ADA approach they are 

proposing to change the existing side ramp into a raised patio area, which 

also gives the opportunity for a seating area (similar to Village Social).  Mr. 

Jaconetti stated they believe it would help with the vibrancy of the 
streetscape.  They will be installing a mahogany pergola above the patio 

area in order to dress it up.  A roll out awning will also be installed so that 

the patio area can be used in semi inclement weather.  The color of the 

awnings will be burgundy.  Mr. Jaconetti explained that they are trying to 

incorporate the form of the roof to fit in with the vocabulary of what you see 
in a lot of the mixed residential/business areas.  He said the addition is 

actually going to have a sloped ceiling but they are changing the tabulature 

over the front entrance to mimic that.  They are doing the column over the 

porch area to sort of tie everything together and give the building a rhythm.    
 

Chairman Kelly asked the applicant how they are proposing to handle HVAC 

units.  Mr. Jaconetti said the HVAC will be on there because they are 

sections of the flat roof, but they will try to keep them concealed behind the 
form.  Jim MacDonald pointed out that the application said partially 

screened, and added that it is an important consideration as it gets 

developed further.  Mr. Jaconetti said he believes it says partially because 

from the back parking lot it is not enclosed so you would be able to see it 
from the back.  Chairman Kelly suggested checking with the Building 

Inspector because he believes the code says that HVAC must be fully 

screened.   

 

Mr. Jaconetti stated that they would really like to give the diner a new and 
updated fresh look.  Chairman Kelly asked about the railings.  Mr. Staddler 

stated the railing is a dark brown wraught iron railing.  The dark brown will 

match the trim.  Jim MacDonald asked if the window frames are white or 

aluminum.  Mr. Jaconetti stated they will be clear anodized throughout, and 
that the angle and the shadow makes them look white. 

 

Chairman Kelly stated that his concern is the mechanicals.  Mr. Jaconetti 

stated that they try very hard with the screening of mechanical equipment.  
He added that his boss has already told him that the mechanicals are not to 

be seen.  Jim MacDonald said there are a lot of positives that the application 

brings, but he personally feels that the color is very drab.  He suggested that 

the applicant look at the colors again.  Mr. Jaconetti added that they are 
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working with a restaurant designer who is really good with color.  He said 

that the restaurant designer feels very strongly the proposed color is the 

right one.  Mr. Jaconetti also added that maybe the renderings and the way 
they print is what is making the color scheme seem drab.  The owner who 

was sitting in the audience added that they had a meeting with their 

designer because they had the same concern.  The owner is working on 

looking into alternate colors that will make the façade pop a little bit more.  
Jim MacDonald thought that was a good idea.  Jim MacDonald also voiced his 

concern about the raised planter and plants at the corner where cars will be 

exiting.  He is concerned that visibility will be effected because of the 

planter. 
 

Chairman Kelly asked the applicant what they are trying to achieve from this 

meeting.  Mr. Jaconetti stated they are hoping to move forward with the 

project.  Chairman Kelly said that it is a vast improvement, but it needs a 
little bit of work since it is in the central part of town.  Patty Kiernan asked 

about what lighting they will be installing.  Mr. Jaconetti passed out a cut 

sheet of the proposed fixtures.  Bruce Hartleben stated that he likes the 

subtle colors, and likes the proposal as a whole.  Chairman Kelly stated that 

as the drawings come further along he would like the Board to see how they 
will be handling the HVAC.  Chairman Kelly added that if they have to add 

something because of the HVAC the Board would like to know how big it 

would have to be.  Chairman Kelly asked the applicant to forward the 

drawings with the HVAC details on them once they get drawn up.   
 

Motion:  Chairman Kelly made the motion to approve the addition for 

the Mount Kisco Diner at 252 Main Street as proposed with the 

conditions that any substantial change of color should come back 
before the Board for re-approval, and that the Board be provided 

with pdfs of the screening for the HVAC mechanicals, and that the 

landscaping sight line is verified for safety and visibility.  Bruce 

Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

  
Minutes:  

 

July 18, 2012   
 

Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the minutes from 

the Architectural Review Board Meeting of July 18, 2012 as 

presented.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 

September 19, 2012  

 

The Board tabled these minutes until the next meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 


